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ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


The National Library of Medicine possesses a draft of a 
letter by John Shaw Billings, dated August 26, 1887, to the 


@ Boston sculptor Truman Howe Bartlett (1835-1923). It merits 
™ special consideration in the month which brings another an- 


niversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. 

Mr. Bartlett, whose statue of Horace Wells in Bushnell 
Park, Hartford, Connecticut, had been erected in 1875, was 
author as well as artist. His publications include The art 
life of William Rimmer, sculptor, painter, and physician 





Mm (Boston, 1882); "An essay on the portraits of Lincoln," in 


mCarl Schurz, Abraham Lincoln, a biographical essay (Boston 





and New York, 1907, pp. 5-37); "The physiognomy of Lincoln," 
in McClure's Magazine, 1907, 29:390-407. Over many years 
he was concerned with the relations of Lincoln's physical 
characteristics to his mental and moral powers, and in the 
summer of 1887 he requested Billings’ opinion on the matter. 





maBy way of explanation he forwarded to Billings some letters 


from William Henry Herndon, whose 3-volume biography of Lin- 
coln would appear two years later. These letters were quite 


Meprobably some of those published on pages 184-200 of The 


idden Lincoln, from the letters and papers of William H. 
erndon [edited by] Emanuel Hertz (New York, 1938). He for- 
arded also an edition of Francis Bicknell Carpenter's Six 








Mmonths at the White House with Abraham Lincoln. This book, 





hich was issued first in 1866, relates Carpenter's experi- 


; ences during the period in 1864 when he was painting, in the 


ast Room, the scene, now hanging in the Capitol, of Lincoln 
eading the first draft of the Emancipation Proclamation to 
is cabinet, and it contains a characterization of Lincoln 


apy Herndon. 


Billings returned to Bartlett, by express, both Carpen- 
er's book and Herndon's letters. His reply, too long to 
uote in full here, points out that “one of the characteris- 
ics of Mr. Lincolns physical structure was the small pro- 
ortion of the vascular and glandular systems, including the 
lood vessels and lymphatics, as compared with the bones and 
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muscles."" His metabolism, Billings added, was slow, but he 
believed that such considerations covered "but a very smal] 
part of Mr. Lincolns characteristics. There are _ thousands , 


of men in this country whose ancestry and early surroundings 
were similar to his, whose immediate ancestors had been ey. 
posed to malarial influences -- whose food had been fried 
pork, saleratus bread etc. and who are the tougher survivors 
of this sort of bringing up, and who are tall, lean, salloy 


- 


with harsh dry skins etc. In what did Mr. Lincoln dif- 
fer from these men? In the formation and development of his 
brain mainly. And what are the peculiarities of formation 


and development of brain which enabled and compelled hin to 
study as he studied, to think as he thought, to do as he 
did?" f 

This last question Billings could not answer. He felt 
that brain structure was indeed closely related to mental 
power and mental and moral characteristics, but even this 
failed to explain "why Abraham Lincoln was what he was," 4 
circumstance “which depended largely on causes which began 
to act on his ancestors hundreds of years before he was bom 
and, probably, entirely on a chain of movements which reach- 
es back beyond the time when this earth was a mere haze in 
space." 

It is of interest to add that Herndon, in a letter of 
September 2 from Greencastle, Indiana, to Bartlett (The hid- 
den Lincoln, p. 203; cf. p. 199), mentions having received 
from Bartlett two letters, with opinions of two of the very 
best physicians. Herndon proceeds to term the pork and the 
miasmatic theories guesswork; he calls physicians theoreti-, 
cal above all classes of men, refuses to surrender facts for! 
theories, and maintains that Lincoln “had a_ fine network 
of nerve under the coarse flesh." 


WRITERS ON WRITING 


The appearance of Louise Montgomery Cross' Preparation, 
of medical literature) Lippincott [cl959]. 451 p. $10) has 
brought to mind the recent spate of American books on the 
writing of medical literature (Davidson, H.A. Guide to medi: 











cal writing ... Ronald Press [cl957]. 338 p.; Fishbein, ™ 
Medical writing ... 3d ed. Blakiston, 1957. 262 p.; Hewitt, 
R.A. The physician-writer's book ... Saunders, 1957. 415 p.; 





Sypherd, W.O., et al. Manual of technical writing. Foresman, 
1957. 560 p.). Since 1957 no fewer than 2,026 pages of aé- 
vice and exhortation designed for neophyte and master alike 
have appeared, and it is a wonder that, in spite of it all, 
medical books and articles are still being badly written, 
with turgid sentences, unclear charts, and poorly prepare 
bibliographies. 
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Most books on medical writing necessarily contain the 
same basic elements. Plan your report, they all counsel; 
collect and cite the earlier literature; write clearly; make 
your illustrations meaningful; edit the printed work care- 
fully. The plain fact is, however, that it is hard work to 
write well; it requires repeated practice and attention to 
small details. Even Milton accepted this as the lot of man. 
"By labour and intent study," he wrote, "I might perhaps 
leave something so written to aftertimes as they would not 
willingly let it die." Milton! thou should'st be living at 
this hour. 

LIBRARY MERGER 


The Harvard Medical School and Boston Medical Library 
have announced plans to combine the collections, facilities, 
and services of their libraries in a new $3.5 million build- 
ing, the Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine. The new 
library will be erected by Harvard at the site of the Medi- 
cal School. 


NLM BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 1961 


OPERATIONS, NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE 
For expenses, not otherwise provided for, necessary to carry out 
the National Library of Medicine Act (42 U.S.C. 275), [$1,566,000] 


$1,662,000. (Department of Health, Education, and Welfare Ap- 
propriation Act, 1960.) 


Appropriated 1960, $1,566,000 Estimate 1961, $1,662,000 
Program and Financing 





1959 actual 1960 estimate | 1961 estimate 





Program by activities: 
1, Lib operations (total program 
(| ESSAI MARRS SORE user $1, 532, 004 $1, 586, 000 $1, 662, 000 
2. Relation of costs to obligations: Costs 
financed from obligations of other 
years (unpaid undelivered orders), 








Dr Or iat ct cicendusyudaxeeaneuws —9, 707 MOON Wiisecncunacces 
Total program (obligations)...._- 1, 522, 387 1, 566, 000 1, 662, 000 

Financing: 
Unobligated balance no longer available. | eens Olena men 
New obligational authority. _........ 1, 526, 000 1, 566, 000 1, 662, 000 





- Mtr authority: 

CE an re $1, 415, 000 $1, 000 $1, 000 

Transferred from ‘“‘Promotion and fur- - ” 
ther development of vocational educa- 
tion,” Office of Education (73 Stat. 54)_ 5) | ee 


Appropriation (adjusted)............ 1, 526, 000 























































FEBRUARY 1969 
RECENT PUBLICATION 


Sanazaro, Paul J., ed. Current medical references, Los Ale 
tos, California, Lange Medical Publications, 1959. 535 p, 
($3.50) 

It has been widely bruited that much of the Literature 

»f medicine is repetitious and of doubtful value; the volume 

of writings has become so great that it is difficult to win 

now the wheat from the chaff. A number of methods have bee 
tried in the recent past: the Bibliography of Medical Re- 
views; the review article or book (Annual Review series and 

Chauncey Leake's work on Amphetamines are examples); A, J, 

Bloomfield's A Bibliography of Internal Medicine, extracting 

and annotating the “pearl” writings on the subject. 

Current Medical References is another method for ats 
taining this goal. It is the effort of a group of Univer 
sity of California professors to provide a list of good Eng- 
lish-language references on the clinical aspects of diseases 
and disorders culled from the medical literature of the past 
twenty years. They have tried to select items which may be 
available in the average hospital library or easily obtain- 
able through interlibrary loan, so that the student, intem, 
house officer, or physician in general practice may use it 
easily. Books, journal articles, and symposia proceedings 
are included; the volume is divided into eighteen chapters, 
mostly on the anatomical basis. Many references’ are anno 
tated; a detailed subject index of thirty pages is appended: 

It is certainly possible to quarrel with the compilers! 

-hoice of particular items, and any teacher of medicine will 

have his own additional candidates for inclusion. But this 

list is sure to give at least one fairly good work to serve 
as a starting point; if end-references in the articles are 
followed up, much additional literature can be uncovered. 
The editor states that revision of this list at inter 
vals is planned. Let us hope the compendium will not share 
the fate of some other "small" endeavors, which seem to grow 
ever larger. The usefulness of such a list lies in its mam 
ageable size, not in its completeness and complexity. 


NEW NLM BIBLIOGRAPHY 




















Leptospirosis; a bibliography of literature 1957-195% 
Compiled by Dorothy Bocker, M.D. 39 p. Lists 319 referencet® 
arranged on a geographic basis. Available on request to the 
Acquisition Division, National Library of Medicine. 
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